Platin-based chemotherapy and salvage surgery in recurrent ovarian cancer following negative second-look laparotomy.
To evaluate the role of platin-based chemotherapy followed by salvage surgery in patients with recurrent ovarian cancer after negative second-look laparotomy. A retrospective chart review was conducted on 38 patients with recurrent ovarian cancer after a pathologic complete response to first-line chemotherapy. After diagnosis of recurrence all patients underwent retreatment with platin-based chemotherapy followed by radical salvage surgery. Recurrent disease was diagnosed at a median interval of 22 months after second-look surgery. All patients had complete surgical debulking with no macroscopic tumor at the completion of the surgical procedure. Eight patients (21%) required an intestinal resection but no colostomy was performed. Two operative deaths occurred (5%). Twenty-two patients (58%) experienced a second recurrence after salvage surgery The median survival time for all patients after diagnosis of recurrent disease was 29 months (range 6-96 months), with nine patients (25%) surviving more than three years. Survival time after diagnosis of recurrence was not significantly related either to known prognostic factors of ovarian cancer or to the length of the clinical remission time. Retreatment with platin-based chemotherapy followed by salvage surgery should be offered to recurrent ovarian cancer patients and would appear to prolong survival in a highly selected group of patients.